ANALYZING THE SCRIPT

What does a designer look for when analyzing a script?
I:  The first reading should introduce the designer to the story. During the second reading he/she should look for conceptual images and the dramatic mood and during the third reading he/she should develop lists of the specific design requirements. 
Below are a few of the questions, which should be able to be answered after reading a play.
1.   What happens in the scene(s)?

2.   Who are the main characters in the scene?

3.   Which character dominates the action?

4.   What is the climax (or crisis)?

5.   What is the setting or location of the scene?

6.   What is the time period?
7.   What is the time of day?

8.  Are there any special effects needed?

9.  What does the scene call for in order to set the stage?

10.  What kind of costumes are needed for the character in the scene?

II:  When analyzing the text, the designer first approaches the script as a member of the audience, then as the director and finally as the designer. Typically as the designer reads the text he will underline or high-lite those lines he/she finds significant as well as make numerous marginal notations.
